50 Classic Symbols of the Granite State:
Unlocking New Hampshire's Enigmatic Past

A Tapestry of Granite and Symbolism

Nestled amidst the rugged peaks of the White Mountains and the sparkling
shores of its Atlantic coastline, New Hampshire stands as a land of
captivating beauty and intriguing history. Its iconic symbols, deeply rooted
in the Granite State's proud heritage, serve as tangible reminders of the
rich tapestry of stories, traditions, and beliefs that have shaped its unique

character.
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In '50 Classic Symbols of the Granite State', local historian and cultural
expert Dr. Emily Carter takes readers on a captivating journey through the
state's most cherished emblems, illuminating their profound significance
and the fascinating narratives they hold.

Unveiling the Granite State's Iconic Imagery
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The Old Man of the Mountain (Mount Washington)

For centuries, the Old Man of the Mountain stood as an enigmatic sentinel
overlooking Franconia Notch. Etched into the granite cliffs of Mount
Washington, this colossal natural formation resembled the weathered face
of an elderly man, capturing the imagination of travelers and locals alike. Its
collapse in 2003 left a profound void in the landscape and the hearts of
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New Hampshireans, but its legacy lives on as a cherished symbol of the

state's natural beauty.
The Granite State Flag

The Granite State flag proudly displays the state's maritime heritage and its
nickname, "The Granite State".

New Hampshire's state flag, adopted in 1909, proudly bears witness to the
state's maritime heritage and its nickname, "The Granite State". The blue
field represents the Atlantic Ocean, while the ship symbolizes the state's
shipbuilding industry. The pine tree, a nod to the state's vast forests, stands
as a symbol of strength and resilience, qualities deeply ingrained in the
character of New Hampshire.
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The New Hampshire State Seal

The New Hampshire state seal, adopted in 1784, eloquently captures the
state's agricultural heritage and its deep-rooted belief in freedom. The
central image depicts a farmer plowing a field, symbolizing the state's
agrarian roots. The motto, "Live Free or Die", etched at the base of the
seal, serves as a powerful reminder of the Granite State's unwavering
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commitment to liberty, a value that has shaped its history and continues to
inspire its people today.
The Purple Finch

The Purple Finch, a cheerful harbinger of spring, holds a special place in the hearts
of New Hampshireans.
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As the official state bird of New Hampshire, the Purple Finch occupies a
cherished place in the hearts of its people. These vibrant birds, adorned
with crimson plumage, herald the arrival of spring with their cheerful
melodies. Their presence in New Hampshire forests and gardens brings joy
and a sense of renewal, making them beloved symbols of the state's

natural beauty.
The White Birch
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The White Birch, designated as the official state tree of New Hampshire in
1947, embodies the state's pristine beauty and unwavering spirit. Its
graceful silhouette, adorned with distinctive peeling bark, has long captured
the imagination of poets and artists. The White Birch stands as a symbol of
purity, resilience, and the enduring spirit of New Hampshire, a testament to
the state's natural wonders.

The Granite State Motor Speedway

The Granite State Motor Speedway hosts adrenaline-pumping races, solidifying New
Hampshire's reputation as a motorsport destination.

Nestled in the heart of New Hampshire, the Granite State Motor Speedway
has become a roaring symbol of the state's love for motorsports. The
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track's high-speed races attract thousands of fans each year, creating an
electric atmosphere and solidifying New Hampshire's reputation as a
destination for adrenaline-pumping competitions. The Granite State Motor
Speedway stands as a testament to the state's adventurous spirit and its

passion for pushing the limits.
The Mount Washington Cog Railway

The Mount Washington Cog Railway, a century-old marvel of engineering,
has long been a symbol of New Hampshire's innovative spirit. This unique
train ascends the steep slopes of Mount Washington, offering passengers
breathtaking views of the surrounding mountains and valleys. It stands as a
tribute to the ingenuity and determination of the Granite State, showcasing
its commitment to exploration and adventure.
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The Flume Gorge
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