
Discover the Eccentric Follies of Somerset:
Architectural Oddities that Captivate the
Imagination

Nestled amidst the rolling hills and picturesque landscapes of the English
county of Somerset, there lies a collection of architectural wonders that
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defy convention and spark intrigue. These structures, known as "follies,"
are architectural extravagances that serve no practical purpose beyond
their aesthetic appeal. Their whimsical designs and enigmatic histories
have captured the imagination of visitors for centuries.
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The Allure of Architectural Oddities

Follies have a long and fascinating history in England. They emerged in the
18th century as symbols of wealth and eccentricity among the landed
gentry. These structures were often built as folly towers, mock ruins, or
other whimsical creations to enhance the aesthetic appeal of a property.
While their primary function was ornamental, they also reflected the
idiosyncratic tastes and aspirations of their creators.

Exploring Somerset's Follies

Somerset boasts an impressive array of follies, each with its own unique
story to tell. From the enigmatic Ham Hill Folly to the elaborate Prior Park

FREE

https://narrative.apooobooks.com/read-book.html?ebook-file=eyJjdCI6InVpc3EzNFVZMGZzZjNjMHh4K3Q0MHFKMGV3MVVtaGVvMzgxbU9YWEhkdjFSOG1TeXVmRU9ma2RBeUQzeXd0MG1KWGcxN3B5eFBXTFZZR2puUFRPZ3pDcVwvRWpqXC9wT0lCTk0zVVpnY29kcGNtYzdYVElZU0RlMU4rRzJMbUNMWmkwbEQ3b1k2SjN6YWQ1NkpSUVBRcGp1U3JCXC95RkEzNDJzN080bHc4V2lWVE8zbWtkUUlJMzRRU2hqNkNqK1wvNnIiLCJpdiI6ImY5MjQzMDhjY2Y2OGEwZjFkY2EyZDM1ZjI4NTkzZTZhIiwicyI6ImMyYWVlNGYwMjA4MzUyM2YifQ%3D%3D
https://narrative.apooobooks.com/read-book.html?ebook-file=eyJjdCI6IlhFSFU0RGVWVUpPM1RnNDlxb3RMWG9LNmFKK0YxSTFJZnphVUlmeEFpVkJ3RGFNaG5zKzJnN0NseVZiR2tYXC84ZE1Bdkw1R05TNmxEdHBSMzRSQmdiU2RSdnhiQjZjSksxdk5rdEhuTTN4SVY1ZkNtanVJa1wvVERIY1NPWUlvb2IxM3VoaFlHa3FGTFpRT0pOVFlHa2l0UkFYUHRPYjBFdzJqUHFRQ2hpT2JTRks1T0ZTVDZLUmdzcDdMR3p1c3cyIiwiaXYiOiJkMDM2MjZkY2U4NWQwMmVmMzk1N2NmNjI5NWNlYjMzYiIsInMiOiIxOTkyNTYxNzYyYjhiZmRjIn0%3D
https://narrative.apooobooks.com/read-book.html?ebook-file=eyJjdCI6IlBCSjRQWm9qTVRLRnU2OHNwOVRRUnc2Z2ZwZ1VWazRhRmpFc0JTTnlzMDRJdktRQThuMllRTFFHY1FoaCtGdjFybEgrUHN4RndlcjE4RVJnbFwvODBEN1wvZFVnaU5vbGFkR1pNdFlyNkYzRE56UUhJZURkZHRzWTlaM21YcXFLK0JQNzZnNjA2TVkza1pjVW5BU0dsbkZQTXRXcTRjTTc5VjM2VWJGVXFzR0haZGxCUWlYN0sxMmYxR3l2S0h5dE5MIiwiaXYiOiJjYzMyZWNkODA1MjRhNDNkNjY3ZjJmNjA4YjQ2YzM4MiIsInMiOiJkODI5ZWVhZWM3MGJmYzNhIn0%3D


Palladian Bridge, these architectural curiosities offer a glimpse into the
eccentric minds of their builders.

Ham Hill Folly

Perched atop Ham Hill, overlooking the town of Montacute, stands the
enigmatic Ham Hill Folly. This towering structure, dating back to the 18th
century, is a cylindrical tower with a spiral staircase leading to a viewing
platform. Its purpose remains shrouded in mystery, but it is believed to
have been a hunting lodge or a folly built for the sheer pleasure of its
owner.

Prior Park Palladian Bridge

Nestled within the picturesque grounds of Prior Park, a stately Palladian
mansion, lies the elegant Prior Park Palladian Bridge. This graceful bridge,
designed by the renowned architect John Wood the Elder in the 18th
century, spans a serene lake. It is a masterpiece of classical architecture,
boasting intricate columns and delicate arches.

The Temple of Folly

One of the most unusual follies in Somerset is the Temple of Folly, located
near the village of Norton St. Philip. This peculiar structure was built in the
19th century by the eccentric Reverend John Skinner. It is a mock-temple
adorned with strange carvings, including mythical creatures and human
skulls. Its bizarre appearance has made it a popular tourist attraction.

Dunster Castle Folly

Standing on a hill overlooking the medieval village of Dunster, Dunster
Castle Folly is a striking tower folly. This 18th-century structure was built by



the Luttrell family to provide panoramic views of the surrounding
countryside. Its tall, slender tower is topped by a battlemented parapet,
adding to its whimsical charm.

Preserving a Legacy of Eccentricity

The follies of Somerset are a testament to the imagination and eccentricity
of their creators. They have survived the passage of time, becoming
cherished landmarks that continue to fascinate visitors. In recent years,
there has been a growing movement to preserve and restore these
architectural oddities, ensuring their legacy for future generations.

The follies of Somerset are a unique and captivating part of the county's
cultural heritage. Their whimsical designs and enigmatic histories invite
visitors to explore the boundaries of creativity and imagination. From the
towering Ham Hill Folly to the elegant Prior Park Palladian Bridge, these
architectural marvels offer a glimpse into the eccentric minds of their
builders. As efforts continue to preserve and restore these architectural
oddities, they will continue to inspire and entertain visitors for centuries to
come.
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Unravel the Enigmatic Murder of Mary Russell:
A Captivating Tale of Suspense and Intrigue
Prologue: A Grisly Discovery In the quaint and seemingly idyllic town of
Cranford, a gruesome discovery sends shockwaves through the
community. The lifeless body of Mary...
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