
Discover the Fascinating Transformation of
Bus Services in Northern Counties: Northern
Counties Buses During and After Deregulation

The deregulation of bus services in the United Kingdom in 1986 marked a
transformative moment in the industry. For decades, bus routes and fares
had been tightly controlled by local authorities, but deregulation allowed
private operators to enter the market and compete for passengers. This led
to a radical shake-up of bus services, particularly in the Northern Counties
of England.
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Before deregulation, bus services in the Northern Counties were dominated
by a few large municipal operators, such as Northern General Transport
(NGT) and Yorkshire Traction. These operators provided a comprehensive
network of routes, but services were often inflexible and fares were
relatively high.

The Impact of Deregulation

Deregulation brought a wave of new entrants to the Northern Counties bus
market. Small, independent operators sprang up, offering lower fares and
more flexible services. This led to increased competition and a wider choice
for passengers.

However, deregulation also brought challenges. Some operators found it
difficult to compete with larger, more established companies. This led to a
decline in the number of bus operators in the region.

The Rise of Mega-Operators

In the post-deregulation era, a number of large, privately owned bus
operators emerged. These "mega-operators" have acquired many of the
smaller operators and now control a significant share of the bus market in
the Northern Counties.



The Future of Bus Services in the Northern Counties

The future of bus services in the Northern Counties is uncertain. The
COVID-19 pandemic has had a significant impact on passenger numbers,
and it is unclear how long it will take for the industry to recover.

However, there is also a growing awareness of the importance of public
transport in reducing congestion and air pollution. This may lead to
increased investment in bus services in the future.

Northern Counties Buses During and After Deregulation

The book "Northern Counties Buses During and After Deregulation"
provides a comprehensive account of the transformation of bus services in
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the Northern Counties of England. The book is written by Andy Goundry, a
leading expert on the bus industry.

The book is packed with fascinating insights and analysis. It is a must-read
for anyone interested in the history of bus services in the United Kingdom.

The deregulation of bus services in the United Kingdom in 1986 had a
profound impact on the industry in the Northern Counties of England.
Deregulation led to increased competition, a wider choice for passengers,
and the emergence of mega-operators.

The future of bus services in the Northern Counties is uncertain, but there
is a growing awareness of the importance of public transport in reducing
congestion and air pollution. This may lead to increased investment in bus
services in the future.

The book "Northern Counties Buses During and After Deregulation"
provides a comprehensive account of the transformation of bus services in
the Northern Counties of England. The book is a must-read for anyone
interested in the history of bus services in the United Kingdom.
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