
Pairing Literary and Informational Texts to
Address Social Inequality
Social inequality is a pervasive problem that affects societies around the
world. It can manifest in many forms, including poverty, discrimination, and
unequal access to education and healthcare. Social inequality can have a
devastating impact on individuals and communities, leading to social
unrest, crime, and poor health outcomes.

Education has a vital role to play in addressing social inequality. By
providing students with the knowledge and skills they need to understand
and challenge inequality, schools can help to create a more just and
equitable society.

One way to address social inequality in the classroom is to pair literary and
informational texts. This approach can help students to develop a deeper
understanding of the causes and consequences of inequality, and it can
also inspire them to take action to create change.
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There are many benefits to pairing literary and informational texts to
address social inequality. These benefits include:

Increased understanding of the causes and consequences of
inequality. Literary texts can provide students with a window into the
lives of people who are experiencing inequality. Informational texts can
provide students with the facts and data they need to understand the
systemic causes of inequality. By pairing these two types of texts,
students can develop a more comprehensive understanding of the
problem.

Increased empathy for people who are experiencing inequality.
Literary texts can help students to develop empathy for people who are
different from them. By reading about the experiences of people who
are facing inequality, students can begin to understand the challenges
that they face. This empathy can motivate students to take action to
create change.

Increased critical thinking skills. Pairing literary and informational
texts can help students to develop their critical thinking skills. By
comparing and contrasting different perspectives on inequality,
students can learn to evaluate evidence and form their own opinions.
This critical thinking is essential for students who want to be active
participants in a democratic society.

Increased motivation to take action. Literary and informational texts
can inspire students to take action to create change. By learning about
the experiences of people who are facing inequality, and by
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understanding the systemic causes of inequality, students can be
motivated to work towards a more just and equitable society.

There are many different ways to pair literary and informational texts to
address social inequality. Here are a few examples:

Pairing a novel about poverty with a nonfiction article about the
causes of poverty. This pairing can help students to understand the
complex causes of poverty, and it can also help them to develop
empathy for people who are experiencing poverty.

Pairing a memoir about growing up in a marginalized community
with a sociological study of the effects of poverty on children.
This pairing can help students to understand the impact of poverty on
individuals and communities, and it can also help them to develop
empathy for people who are facing these challenges.

Pairing a historical novel about a civil rights movement with a
nonfiction account of the movement. This pairing can help students
to understand the history of social inequality in the United States, and
it can also help them to develop an appreciation for the role that
activism can play in creating change.

Pairing literary and informational texts is a powerful way to address social
inequality in the classroom. This approach can help students to develop a
deeper understanding of the problem, increase their empathy for people
who are facing inequality, and motivate them to take action to create
change. By providing students with the knowledge and skills they need to
understand and challenge inequality, schools can help to create a more just
and equitable society.
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