
The Nostalgic Lincoln Highway In California: A
Road Trip Through Time
Prepare yourself for a captivating journey back in time as we explore the
hidden gem of California, the Lincoln Highway. This legendary road, once a
bustling artery connecting the East Coast to the West, now offers a
nostalgic escape into California's rich history and forgotten Americana. Join
us as we uncover the charming towns, stunning landscapes, and roadside
attractions that make this road trip an unforgettable experience.
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The Lincoln Highway, designated as US Route 30, was conceived in 1912
as the first transcontinental highway in the United States. Its original route
stretched from New York City to San Francisco, spanning over 3,300 miles.
In California, the highway entered the state near Truckee and continued
west through the Sierra Nevada mountains, the Central Valley, and the Bay
Area before reaching its terminus in San Francisco.

During its heyday in the 1920s and 1930s, the Lincoln Highway was a
symbol of progress and westward expansion. It opened up new frontiers for
travelers and businesses, and countless families embarked on epic road
trips along its iconic route. However, with the advent of the interstate
highway system in the 1950s, the Lincoln Highway's importance as a major
transportation artery diminished. Today, much of the original highway has
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been bypassed, but its legacy remains in the charming towns and historic
sites that dot its path.
Charming Towns Along the Way

One of the highlights of driving the Lincoln Highway in California is the
opportunity to explore the many charming towns that have preserved their
historic character. Here are a few of the must-visit towns along the route:

Auburn: A former gold rush town with a rich history and a vibrant Old
Town district.

Placerville: Known as the "Hangtown" during the gold rush era,
Placerville offers a glimpse into California's mining past.

Roseville: A historic railroad town with a charming downtown area and
a vibrant arts scene.
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Sacramento: California's state capital, Sacramento is a bustling city
with a rich history and a thriving arts and culture scene.

Vallejo: A waterfront city with a fascinating naval history and a
picturesque downtown area.

Unforgettable Roadside Attractions

No road trip is complete without a few quirky and unforgettable roadside
attractions. The Lincoln Highway in California has plenty to offer in this
department, including:

The Donner Memorial State Park: A somber reminder of the tragic
fate of the Donner Party, who attempted to cross the Sierra Nevada
mountains during the winter of 1846-47.
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The Foresthill Bridge: A towering steel bridge that spans the
American River canyon, offering breathtaking views of the surrounding
mountains.

The Jelly Belly Factory: A sweet stop along the highway where you
can tour the factory and sample over 100 flavors of Jelly Belly jelly
beans.

The California Automobile Museum: A must-visit for car enthusiasts,
featuring a collection of over 150 classic and antique cars.

The Six Flags Discovery Kingdom: A thrilling amusement park with
roller coasters, water slides, and animal exhibits.
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