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In the aftermath of the cataclysmic World War I, society grappled with the
profound transformations it had unleashed. "The Welkin," a poignant and
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thought-provoking play by Lucy Kirkwood, captures this era of upheaval,
casting a keen eye on the complexities of gender, class, and identity in
post-war England.

Set in a remote boarding school for the daughters of wealthy families, "The
Welkin" unfolds amidst the idyllic beauty of the English countryside, yet its
tranquil surface conceals a world of simmering tensions and hidden
struggles.
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Gender Roles and Expectations

In the wake of the war, traditional gender roles were challenged, as women
had taken on new responsibilities and gained a taste of newfound
freedoms. "The Welkin" explores these changing dynamics through the
experiences of its female characters.

The play follows the lives of three young women: Sally, Helen, and Nancy.
Sally, a rebellious and free-spirited artist, chafes against the rigid

expectations imposed upon her. Helen, the dutiful and ambitious head girl,
navigates the complexities of being both a leader and a woman. Nancy, a
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sensitive and introspective young woman, struggles to find her place in a
world that seems to value conformity over individuality.

Through these characters, Kirkwood delves into the complex and often
contradictory expectations that society placed on women during this period.
She exposes the suffocating nature of traditional roles while also
acknowledging the challenges that came with embracing newfound
freedoms.

Class Struggles and Social Mobility

HapAdy ¢ reHgepHbiMu ponAammn, The Welkin Takxxe nccnenyet Tembl
KNaCCOBbIX pasninymii n counanbHou mobusibHocTu. LLKona, B KoTopou
pasBopaymBaeTcA OEeNCTBUE Mbecbl, ABIAETCA MUKPOKOCMOM boree
LUMPOKOro obLiectsa, B KOTOPOM »XXECTKMe KacCoBble nepapxmu
NpoAo/IHKanu CyLLecTBOBaTb NOC/e BOMHbI.

[MepcoHa)kn B Nbece NpoucxoaAaT 13 pasHblX coumanbHbix cnoes. Cannu -
00o4b paboyero kKnacca, KoTopblv NOSy4YnUn CTUNEHANUIO, YTOObI YHUTHCA B
LWKOie. XeneH - oo4db 6oraTbiX poguTenen, KOTopble 0XXnaaroT, YTO OHa
O6yneT nognep>xmeaTb UX CTaTyCc-KBO. HAHCK - 0oYb yunTena, KoTopas
HaxoOuTCcA roe-To nocepenviHe.

KnpkBya macTepckn nepefaeT HanpaXXeHHOCTb U TPEHUA, KOTopble
BO3HMKAIOT MeXay nepcoHakaMu U3 pasHbix knacco. OHa
OEMOHCTPUPYET, KaK KlaccoBble pa3nnymna MoryT hoopMmpoBaThb
OTHOLUEHMA, BO3MOXXHOCTM 1 CaMOBOCMPUATME.

Mounck npeHTUYHOCTH



B nepexogHbin nepuop, nocnesoeHHoOW bputaHmm monogbie noam
6oponuck 3a To, 4TOObI HAUTU CBOKO MOEHTUYHOCTb B MEHAIOLWEMCA MUpe.
"The Welkin" nccnenyet aty Temy 4yepes NCTOPUIO TPEX MaBHbIX FrepOEB.

Cannu oTBepraeT TPaguLUMOHHbIE OXUAAHNA N ULLET COOCTBEHHbIN NYTb
B XXN3HW. XeneH 6opeTcA 3a yTBepXXAeHne CBOEro rosioca 1 MecTa B
MuUpe, rae AOMUHUPYIOT MY>XYMHbI. HOHCKM N30 BCex cu nbiTaeTcH
NPUMUPUTL CBON COBCTBEHHbIE XeNnaHnA C OXXNOAHUAMWN OPYTUX.

[MyTelwecTBME K CAMOMO3HAHNIO 3TUX NEPCOHaXken ABNAEeTCA
SMOLIMOHAasIbHbIM 1 YacTo 60ne3HeHHbIM. KMpKBY A NoKasbiBaeT, Kak
NTMYHOCTb hopMUPYETCA B pe3ynibTaTe B3auMOAENCTBUA MeXAy NNYHbIMU
>XenaHnAMN 1 coumarnbHbIMU HOpMaMW.,

BeuHble TeMbl, COBpPeMEHHbI/ pe30HaHC

XoTAa "The Welkin" onnpaeTcA Ha KOHKPETHbIV NCTOPUYECKUN KOHTEKCT,
ee TeMbl OCTaKTCA aKTyasibHbIMU U cerofHA. [beca uccnenyet
YHUBEpCasibHble TEMbI, KOTOPbIE NMPOLO/HKAT PEe30HNPOBAThL C
ayomnTtopuein: 6opbby 3a reHaepHoOe paBeHCTBO, CoLMalibHYO

cnpaBenimBoCTb N MAHOMBMAOYyalibHYytO WOAEHTUYHOCTD.

B anoxy, korga reHgepHble HOpMbl MOCTOAHHO NepeoCcMbIC/INBAIOTCA, a
BOMNPOCHLI Knacca n aeHTU4YHOCTU No-NpeXxHeMy akTyasbHbl, "The Welkin"
npeasiaraeT MOLLHbIA KOMMEHTapPUM O COCTOAHNM Hawero obuiecTsa.
[Mbeca noby>kgaeT Hac 3aQymMaTbCA O TOM, KaK Aasieko Mbl NPOABUHYIUCH
B peLlleHnn 3aTnx npobnem n 4To eLe npeacTouT coenarb.

O6pa3oBaTesibHbIN pecypc



NMoMmunmo cBoen xynoxkectBeHHOM LeHHocTH, "The Welkin" Takxxe
ABNAETCA LeHHbIM obpasoBaTesibHbIM pecypcoM. lNbeca npepocTaBnAaeT
boraTtbi MaTepuan gnAa n3yyeHnAa NCTopun, NNTepaTypbl N coLmanbHbIX
nccnenoBaHuin.

[Mbeca MmoxeT 6bITb MCNOMb30BaHa B Klaccax, YTobbl cTumMynmpoBaTb
O6CY)K.U,€HVIFI O reHgepHbIX PonAx, KacCoBbIX PaA3J/INHNAX U
(bOpMVIpOBaHI/IVI naeHTUYHOCTU. OH TakXXe MOXKeT CNY>XUTb nNpmnMmepom
TOro, Kak nurtepaTtypa MOXXeT OTpa>KaTb N KOMMEHTUNPOBATb COUNalibHblE
N3MEeHEeHUA.

3aknoueHue

"The Welkin" - 3To 3axBaTbliBatoLwana 1 NnpoHUUaTenbHaA neeca, Kotopaa
nccnenyeT CNoXKHble M HacTO NPOTUBOPEYMBbLIE TEMbI FreHaepa, kKnacca u
NOEHTUYHOCTU B MOCT-NEPBON MUPOBOWN BOMHE B AHInK. C ee
3anoM1HaKrWMMUCA NepcoHaXkaMu, 3axBaTbiBaOLLMM CHOXXETOM U
cBoeBpeMeHHbIMM TeMamm, "The Welkin" AaBnAaeTcAa obAasaTenbHbIM
YTEeHUeM OJ1A BCeX, KTO MHTepecyeTCcA NCTopunen, coumanbHOU KPUTUKOW
NN MPOCTO CUJIbHbIM NOBECTBOBAHUEM.

HesaBucumMo OT TOro, ABNAETECH SN Bbl CTYAEHTOM, Ntobutenem Teatpa
NI NPOCTO KEM-TO, KTO ULLET rnybokKoe 1 TporatesibHoe rnepexxveaHue,
"The Welkin" obeluaeT yBne4yb Bac CBOEN UCTOPUEN, 3aCTaBUT
3agymaTtbCcA O MUpe U, HECOMHEHHO, OCTaBUT HeMnarnagnmMmoe

Brne4yatseHume.
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