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Cork, Ireland's vibrant and historic second city, is a treasure trove of hidden
gems and untold stories. In his captivating book, "Secret Cork," local
historian Kieran McCarthy takes readers on an intriguing journey through
the city and county, revealing its lesser-known facets and showcasing its
rich tapestry of history, culture, and people.

A Journey through Time

McCarthy's exploration begins with a fascinating glimpse into Cork's
ancient past. He unveils the secrets of the megalithic monuments at
Carrigadrohid and the Iron Age settlement at Ballincollig. These remnants
of a bygone era offer a tangible connection to the city's deep-rooted
heritage.
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As the narrative progresses, McCarthy delves into Cork's medieval period,
recounting the rise and fall of the Vikings, Normans, and English. He
uncovers the hidden stories behind iconic landmarks such as St. Fin
Barre's Cathedral and Blarney Castle.

Hidden Corners and Secret Histories

"Secret Cork" is not merely a history book; it is an invitation to explore the
city's hidden corners and discover its lesser-known tales. McCarthy
introduces readers to the enchanting Nano Nagle Place, a secret garden
nestled in the heart of the city, and reveals the fascinating history of the
Butter Exchange, a grand building that once played a vital role in Cork's
maritime trade.

McCarthy also delves into the lives of Cork's forgotten heroes and
heroines. He sheds light on the remarkable story of Mary Elmes, a
pioneering suffragette, and introduces readers to the courageous Irish
volunteers who fought in the Spanish Civil War.

People and Places

Cork's vibrant character is woven throughout the book. McCarthy
introduces readers to the city's colorful characters, including the legendary
Lord Mayor Terence MacSwiney and the eccentric artist and inventor John
Philpot Curran. He also explores the unique neighborhoods that make up
Cork, from the bohemian streets of the Northside to the historic quays of
the South Channel.

Beyond the city, McCarthy ventures into the picturesque countryside of
Cork County. He uncovers the secrets of hidden waterfalls, ancient
churches, and charming villages. Whether it's the idyllic Gougane Barra or



the rugged beauty of the Beara Peninsula, McCarthy's descriptions evoke
the county's breathtaking scenery.

Kieran McCarthy's "Secret Cork" is an indispensable guide to the hidden
treasures of one of Ireland's most captivating cities. Through his engaging
prose and meticulous research, McCarthy invites readers to uncover the
secrets of Cork, both past and present. Whether you're a lifelong resident
or a curious visitor, this book offers a fresh and fascinating perspective on
the Rebel City.

So, embark on a journey through "Secret Cork" and discover the hidden
gems that lie waiting to enchant and inspire you.
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